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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

Dear Examiner: 



1. This Information Disclosure Statement ("IDS") is filed in accordance with 36 C.F.R. 
§§§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. The items listed on the enclosed Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B may be 
deemed to be pertinent to the above-referenced application and are made of record to assist the 
Patent and Trademark Office in its examination of this application. The Examiner is respectfully 
requested to fully consider these items and to enter them into the record of this application. 

2. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this IDS shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made. 

3. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this IDS shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited in this IDS is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 




4. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), this IDS is being filed: 

( ) within 3 months of the filing date of a national application; or 

(X) within 3 months of the date of the entry of the national stage as set forth in 
37 CFR § 1.491 in an international application; or 

( ) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits; or 

( ) before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing of a request 
for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. 

5. The relevance with respect to EP 0521776 and DE 3810385 listed on Form 
PTO/SB/08A is submitted on the basis of the accompanying International Search Report issued 
by the European Patent Office. Copies of the non U.S. references listed on Form PTO/SB/08A 
are submitted herewith. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees required for 
consideration of this IDS to Deposit Account No. 02-2051, identifying our Docket No. 29793-1. 
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